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From the (Boston) Univ. Magazine. 
LETTER TO THE EDITORS, 
FROM WALTER BALFOUR, 

ON THE DAY OF JUDGMENT, 
Gentlemen,—A “ Disciple of Truth,” re- 
quests my views of John v. 28, 29, and 2 Cor, 
v. 10. I have felt some reluctance to do this, 
for several reasons. Since my correspondence 
with Professor Stuart closed, I have been en- 
gagedin several “ Inquiries,” which I wish 
very much to get completed. Any thing, 
which diverts my attention from speedily ac- 
complishing this object, I wish if possible to a- 
void. Besides,my views of these two texts 
must appear to some disadvantage, in consider- 


ing them out of connexion with other texts, 


which all combine to give them force. The 
views I now entertain of them, are very differ- 
ent from what I once held, yea, are opposed to 
the opinions of most good people. I had de- 
vermined, therefore, if lever published, to pub- 
lish my views of these and other texts at once, 
that my former friends might see I had not 
hastily nor carelessly changed my opinions. I 
am aware also, that a difference of opinion a- 
bout these texts exists even among Universalists. 
Wishing to avoid all cause of offence, by an in- 
sertion of my views in any public paper, I de- 
termined that all the guilt and disgrace of iny 
heresy, if it be one, shall fall alone on my own 
head. I shall, however, so far relax. from this 
determination, as to give my present views of 
the above texts. If they give any gratification 
toa“ Disciple of Truth,” it will be some satis- 
faction to me, that I am not “ a non-descript” 
in the religious world as to my opinions, 

John v. 28, 29, “ Marvel not at this, for the 
hour is coming, in the which all that are in the 
graves shall hear his voice, and shall come forth: 
they that have done good, unto the resurrection 
of life ; and they that have done evil, unto the 
resurrection of damnation.” 

Before directly considering thése words, it 
will be of some use to notice the preceding 
context. It requires then no proof, that they 





occur in a discourse of our Lord’s with the un- 
believing Jews. He had healed a man on the 
Jewish Sabbath, and for doing this they sought 
to slay him, see verses 1—17. At verse 17,he 
begins to reason with them in his own defence, 
and continues his discourse throughout the 
chapter. He called God his Father, and for 
this they sought the more to kill him, because 
he not only had broken the sabbath, butas they 
supposed made himself equal with God, verse 
18. One principal object of our Lord’s dis- 
course, is to remove this false impression, and 
give them just views of his character. From 
verse 19—23, he explicitly stated his depend- 
ence on God as his Father, that he was from 
him, and, because he had committed all judg- 
ment unto the Son, all should honor the Son 
even as they honor the Father. The word 
rendered judgment, verse 22, is krisis. Dr. 
Campbell renders the verse thus, “having com- 
mitted the power of judging entirely to the 
Son.” Inhisnote he says, “ There are two 
Greek words, krisis and krima, which are com- 
monly rendered judgment. They are not sy- 
nonymous, though sometimes used _indiscrimi- 
nately. Krisis expresses more properly the 
power and even act of judging, judicatio ; kri- 
ma the effect, judicium, the sentence pronoun- 
ced, or even the punishment inflicted. Our 
English word judgment is too indefinite to con- 
vey distinctly our Lord’s meaning in this place. 
It is the version rather of krima than of krisis.” 
Our Lord proceeds to say, verse 24, “ Veri- 
ly, verily, I say unto’you, he that heareth my 
word and believeth on him that sent me, hath 
everlasting life, and shall not come into con- 
demnation, but is passed from death unto life.” 
It is universally allowed, that this passing from 
death to life, is not passing from natural death 
to life, but from a moral or spiritual death to 
life, for it is effected by believing, or hearing 
Christ’s word, Dr. Campbell says, “ the verb 
akouen denotes frequently in scripture, and e- 
ven in profane authors, not barely to hear, but 
to hear patiently ; consequently not to hear 
often means not to bear.” ee note on John 
chap. viii. 4. He adds on Mark iv. 24, “The 
places are numberless, wherein the Hebrew 
shamang and the Greek akouo, signify not bare- 
ly to hear but to be attentive, to show regard 
for what one hears, See among other passa- 
ges, Matt. xviii. 15, 16.” That the hearing 
Christ’s voice, here, must be so urfderstood, is 
very evideut, for it produced belief in the Fath- 
er who sent him, and withoutsuch a hearing it 
is implied that the persons should not hive ove 
erlasting life, but should come iato condemna- 
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tion. Well, what condemnation 


the Father had committed unto the Son. 
the same damnation, they that had done evil 
were to come forth to at the resurection men- 


tioned ver. 28, 29 ; for the word used by our | 
| be the judge of the quick and dead in this 


Lord, in verses 22, 24, and 29, is krisis, though 
rendered judgment, condemnation, and damna- 
tion. Here there is no ground for dispute, for 
it will be contended, that the judgment, verse 
22, condemnation, verse 24, and damnation, 
verse 29, are all the same, whatever it may be. 
The entire question then is, What isit ? A fu- 
ture temporary punishment after death, say 
some ; an eternal punishment, say many; and 
these two classes of Christians have been long 
disputing, whether this damnation is, or is not, 
to be endless in its duration. If either ofthese 
be true, it isasolemn and awful subject. If 
the last be the truth, then the Father hath com- 
mitted unto the Son, the endless damnation of 
his creatures. He hath given him power and 
authority to execute this upon them, and he is 
to bring them forth from their graves at last to 
endure it. But I have ventured to inquire, 
whether this may not be a mistaken view of 
this part of scripture. What then it may be 
asked is this judgment, condemnation, or dam- 
nation Christ is to execute ? The answer to this 
shall be given presently. 

Tn verse 25, Christ proceeds in his discourse 


by saying, “ Verily, verily, I say unto you, the 
hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall 
hear the voice of the Son of God; and they 


that hear shall live.” Thou it is allowed, 
that the dead here, are not naturally, but 
morally dead, yet I shall quote the following 
in proof of it. The Greek phrase here is hot 
nekroi. Dr. Whitby on 1 Peter, iv. 6, thus 
writes, “ That hoi nekroi, the dead, in scripture 
doth often signify, not those who in a natural 
sense are dead by dissolution of the soul and 
body, but those who are spiritually so, as being 
alienated from the life of God, and dead in 
trespasses and sins, as when the apostle saith, 
The widow that liveth in pleasure is dead while 
‘she liveth; 1 Tim. v.6. And Christ unto the 
church of Sardis, Thou hast a name to live, and 
art dead ; Rev. iii. 1. Andwhen he speaks 
to one of his disciples thus, Follow thou me, 
and let the dead bury their dead ; Matt. viii. 22. 
This isa phrase so common with the Jews, 
that as Maimonides informs us, they say, the 
wicked are dead even while they are alive ;— 
for saith Philo, “ He who lives a life of sin, is 
dead, as to a life of happinéss ;” his soul is 
dead, and even buried in his lusts and passions. 
And because the whole Gentile world lay more 
especially under these most unhappy circum- 
stances, whence the apostle styles them sinners 
of the Gentiles, Gal. ii, 15, it was_proverbially 
said by the Jewish dectors, the Heathens do 
not live ; and theyinscripture are more par- 
ticularly intended by that phrase. Hence the 
apostle saith tothe Ephesians and Colossians, 


did our Lord 


mean ? I answer, the same condemnation or) 
judgment, which in verse 22d, we arctold, that | and brings in God thus speaking to the Gen- 


And | 





Eph. ii. 1; Col.ii.13. That they were nek- 
rot tois amertemasi, dead in trespasses and sins; 


tiles, “ Awake thou thot sleepest, arise from 
the dead, and Christ shall give thee life.”” Eph. 
v.14. Ihave shown inthe “ Inquiries” re- 
ferred to, that Christ was ordained of God, to 


sense; Acts,x. 42. ‘That he did judge the 
quick and dead, at his appearing and his king- 
dom in this sense, 2 Tim.iv. 1. That he was 
ready to judge the quick and dead in Peter’s 
day, 1 Peter, iv. 5,and these are the good and 
evil in John, v. 28,29. It was noticed above, 
that akouo was used in scripture not only in the 
sense of hearing but to hear so as to believe or 
obey. Itis1 conceive, so used in this verse, 
The dead heard Christ’s voice, but it was only 
those who heard so as to obey, that lived, All 
who did not, continued in their state of moral 
or spiritual death. By bearing so as to believe, 
persons “ passed from death to life.” Norg 
this stated as a may be, but a shall be ; itis not 
aperadventure, but an absolute certainty.— 
They “ shall live,” chey ‘ have everlasting life,’ 
and “ shall not come into condemnation,” or 
the judgment, or the damnation Christ hath 
authority to execute. See verses 22, 27, 29. 
But what I beg to be noticed in this verse is, 
the two periods which Christ here mentions.— 
ist. “ The hour is coming, when the dead shall 
hear the voice of the Son of God, and they that 
hear shall live.” This hour is future, but when 
it was to come, is not mentioned. but 2d, It 
is different from another period, called the hour 
that now is. By this hour, our Lord evident- 
ly meant the present time, or perhaps during 
his personal ministry. Some then heard his 
voice, believed and lived. As to the hour that 
was coming, we shall give it all due attention, 
after we have noticed the next two verses. 

In verses 26, 27, our Lord adds, by way of 
assigning reasons, or accounting to the Jews 
for what he had been stating; “for as the 
Father hath life in himself, so hath he given to 
the Son to have life in himself; and hath given 
bim authority to execute judgment also, because 
he is the Son of man.” Now notice here, how 
these things account for what he had been say- 
ing, and repel the charge brought against him 
verse 18, of making himself equal with God.— 
First, he had stated, that the Son quickeneth 
whom he will,-verse 24; and that he that 
heard his word and believed on him that sent 
him, had everlasting life, and is passed from 
death unto life, see verses 24, 25. Well, how 
dves he account for these things and repel their 
charge? He does this by saying, that this life 
was given him to impart to others, “ As the 
Father hath life in himself, so hath he given to 
the Son to have life in himself.” But 2d, he 
had also stated, that the Father judgeth no man, 
but had committed all judgment unto the Son, 
verse 22. Ang plainly intimated, verse 24, 
that he who did not hear his words and believe 
on him, should come into condemnation. But 
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to account for these statements, and repel the 
eharge of claiming equality with God, he says 
that the Father had “ given him authority to 
execute judgment also.” The life he had in 
himself, and the authority to execute judgment, 
were both derived from his Father, which so 
far from claiming equality with, showed his 
dependence on God. But the words in verse 
27, “ and hath given him authority to execute 
judgment also,” are supposed to introduce a 
change in our Lord’s subject, from a figurative 
to aliteral resurrection. Accordingly it is con- 
tended, that vers:s 2°, 29, ought to be so un- 
derstood. We have just allowed, that verse 26, 
27, are an addition to our Lord’s subject, as ac- 
counting for what he had been stating, and re- 
pelling the charge which the Jews brought a- 
gainst him, of making himself equal with God. 
But we have always thought, that an addition 
toa subject, and a change of subject, are not 
precisely the same. But this change of the 
suject, is supposed to be chiefly pointed out by 
the word also, yea it is thought by some, to 
have no meaning unless it is so understood.— 
This surely cannot be defended, for both in 
scripture and common language, the word also 
is used to express the continuance of the sub- 
ject, or something added to it. It would be i- 
dle to give examples of this. Nor could a plain- 
er example perhaps be produced, than the one 
before us. In verses 26,27, two things are 


said to be given to Christ. The first is, to have 
life in himself ; and the second is authority te 
execute judgment, and the word also is used, to 


show that this was added to the first. Suppos- 
ing John wished to express an addition to and 
not a change of subject by these words in verse 
27, I beg leave to ask, howhe could have ex- 
pressed himselfbetter than he has done ? If any 
dependence is placed on krisis rendered judg- 
ment, as indicating a change of subject from a 
figurative to a literal resurrection, I ask why 
this word should not also prove a change of 
subject, verses 22, 24, where itis rendered 
judgment and condemnation ? But is this even 
contended for ? But it ought to be contended 
for, just as much from these verses as from verse 
27 ; yea, from any text in the Bible where 
this word is used, if this word is supposed to 
point out suchachange. And why not also 
contend, if judgment, verse 27, refers’ to pun- 
ishment in a future state, that all the judgment 
Christ has authority to execute, isto be exe- 
cuted in the future state? But has he no au- 
thority to execute judgment on men in this 
state? Ifhe has, and few will deny it, is it not 
more rational and agreeable to our Lord’s dis- 
course, to conclude, that his authority to exe- 
cute judgment is eonfined to this world? It is 
not very irrational, we should think, to confine 
his executing judement to the same state in| 
which he exercises his power in giving spiritual | 
life. If those who heard his voice and lived, 
did so in this world, why is not the condemna-. 
uon or judgment he had authority to execute on 
those who did not, also confined to this world ? 





ged, if they had ended here; 


Unless we admit, that the lifeahe Father gave 
to him is to be imparted tothe dead in sin be- 
yond this life, why extend the avthority given 
him to execute judgment beyond it ? Is there 
any evidence in this discourse which would 
prove the one which would not also prove the 
other ? If the Father gave him life to quicken 
whom he will, which none will deny, did he 
not also give him authority to execute judgment 
on‘whom he will ? And if the former is not 
to be continued beyond time, why extend the 
other to endless duration? He certainly no 
more threatens te execute his authrity in inflie- 
ting punishment in eternity, than he promises 
to give men, dead in sin, life there. I am a- 
ware, that some contend for both of these being 
done to men ip a future state. But as I am 
ignorant of the scripture grounds on which 
such opinions rest, I should be glad to see what 
they are, that I might duly consider them. 
[To BE CONTINUED. ] 


RELIGIOUS TEST. 

“ And we believe, and are sure, that thou art 
that Christ, the Son of the Living God.” 
John vi.'69. 

This is the reading of the received text; and 

although a different reading is given, it con- 
cerns phraseology rather than fact, This is in 
substance, and-nearly in form, the profession 
of belief uniformly made and proposed by the 
apostles, and which received, in the most direct 
and unqualified manner, the approbation and 
benediction of the Saviour, We may therefore 
infer, that this is precisely that profession ef 
belief which the spirit of the gospel requires, 
to entitle its professor to all the privileges of 
common fellowship. ‘To suppose otherwise, isa 
reflection on the faithfulness of the primitive 
propagators of Christianity, and would also au- 
thorise the conclusion, that every successive 
age of the church has been left without any 
proper directory on this particular and momen- 
tous subject; for no other form of faith is even 
named in the Christian scriptures. But if this 
— was the criterion of Christian fel- 
owship—if it was the standard of Christian 
faith, then every form of faith which varies 
from this simple declaration, is a departure 
from propriety and truth. The inference un- 
avoidably follows, that all the creeds, platforms, 
and confessions of faith, instituted by men as 
the criterion of Christian fellowship, have ten- 
ded to corrupt the faith and vitiate the practice 
of Christians, They are the very seals of apos- 
tacy, and carry their own evidence, that they 
are adapted to the convenience, the weakess, 
or the prejudices of uninspired men. 

These evils might perhaps have been indul- 
ut they have 
been productive of the most ful and com- 
C— mischiefs to mankind. They have 

een the hot-beds in which the worst passions 
have germinated, and which have been trans- 
planted into every region where the Christian 
name has been assumed. They have dissolved 
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the ues of nature, poisoned the endearments of 
friendship, converted the tenderness of sympa- 
thy into the spirit of cruelty, and deformed the 
beauty of the works of God by the blasphe- 
mous daubings of baseness and folly. 

The liberality of this profession of belief is 
transcendant. There is no unimportant dis- 
crimination, yo fastidious adherence to an un- 
meaning expression, no demand of a punctil- 
jous acquiescence in an incomprehensible dog- 
ma, but a plain and intelligible proposition is 
made, which neither requires exclusive sagacity 
to understand, nor the refinements of scholastic 
sophistry toexplain. It constitutes the basis 
of the Christian character, the criterion of mu- 
tual fellowship, and the substance of public 
profession ; and leaves every mind to form its 
particular judgment of all the minutia which 
may stand in any way connected with the Chris- 
tien relevation. Happy would it have been for 
the human race, could this have continued the 
only rule of faith, which guaranteed the fellow- 
ship and watch-care of the church ! 

One important evidence of the Divinity of 
this truly apostolic and Christian creed, is its 





The conduct, therefore, of those who re- 
quire implicit submission to their peculiar opin- 
ions, is not only without excuse, but defies pal- 
liation, Is it urged, that men have honestly, 
and with the most benevolent feelings, perse- 
cuted dissenters? This may well-be admitted, 
but does is justify their ignorance of the first 
and plainest maxim or precept of the gospel :— 
The disciples, who would have called fire from 
heaven for the destruction of those that neither 
received nor honored their Master, were se- 
verely rebuked, notwithstanding their ignorance 
of the spirit by which they were actuated ! But 
the most uninformed Christian can hardly pre- 
tend to the ignorance on this subject, which it is 
manifest constituted the misfortune of the dis- 
ciples before the death of Jesus. What, then, 
can be urged in extenuation of the conduct of 
those who have ever been the most active per- 
secutors, and, at the same time, the best infor- 
med members of the Christian community ! 
The heads of ecclesiastical establishments— 
the dictators of confessions of faith, and the ad- 
ministrators of the civil power, have in all ages 
been the efficient tormentors of mankind, for 





general nature. Itis thisthat renders it unlike | mere matters of opinion. Are they poor, de- 
every thing of human invention, and altogether | luded, and ignorant creatures, who in perfect 
worthy of its Divine author. Every produc- | honesty, and with the best intentions, have vio- 
tion of human intellect is characterised by its lated the plainest precepts of Christianity, by 
circumscribed and partial nature: on the con- acts of cruelty the most revolting to humanity ! 
trary, the illimitable perfections of the Deity | Be it so, then; but will the “rulers of this dark 
are illustriously displayed in the purposes which | world,” and the humble “lords over God’s her- 
he has revealed to the world; and in none | itage,” feel obliged by the concession? Con- 
more remarkably, than in the iastitution of a} template the subject as yow please, a persecu- 
declaration of faith, designed for universal ac-| ting Christian is a monster in religion, and a 
ceptation. Thespeculative genius of one mind, | paradox in terms—a hypocrite in principle or a 
and the modest diffidence of another, are here | brute in practice ! 

perfectly reconciled; and in the infinitely di-} Credulity itself would do violence to its con- 
versified peculiarities of faith find a common | temptible character, should it plead sincerity 
centre in the comprehensive avowal, that “ Je- and ignorance, in extenuation of the cruelties 
sus Christ is the Son of God,” Ifany mind is | of the fathers and families of the Inquisition. — 
so perversely constituted as not to be able to | The graceless reformer, whe reduced the im- 
assent to this plain proposition, even infidelity maculate absurdities of predestination to five 


itself is not menaced by a single anathema ;— | 
but it is left to the miseries of its situtation—to 

grope amidst its own darknes, and to its condem- , 
nation in the simple fact of iis unbelief. This, 

then, is the process*by which infinite wisdom 

apportions its visitations falsely called punish- 

ments,—by indissolubly linking cause and cen- 

sequence in an undeviating concatenation. — 

How stupid and incompatible with the dealings 

of Jehovah, are the cruel and ineffectual at- 

tempts to convert men to the Christian faith, 

by the influence of pains and penalties of hu- 

man invention, and at the disposal of man! But 

is it less absurd to measure the standard of his 

faith, when once he had made the Christian 

profession? and to say to the investigating 

mind, “ thus far shalt thou go, but no further.” ; 
The principle is the same in both cases—is 

equally wrong in both, and the only material 

difference in aspect is, that to compel a pro- 

fessing Christian to receive my peculiar opin- 

ions, or to suffer such punishment asI may 

choose to inflict, is most unnatural. 


points, glorified in having gratified his malig- 
nity atthe expence of the blood of Servetus. 
His admirers urge the custom of the age, but 
would blush to name his ignorance as an ex- 
cuse for his barbarity. The spirit of burning, 
which has more than once shed the lustre of 
the flames of martyrdom upon __ the religion 
of the English nation, saveurs strongly of 
a zeal for power, misconstructed to a zeal for 
religion. 

But by what name of infamy shall we distin- 
guish the pecious relics of the dark ages, which 
have survived the wreck of the splendid fabrics 
of monkish policy—and which have been pre- 
served with great care, and faithfully transmit- 
ted down to the present age? It defies the soft 
and qualifying appellations which charity would 
appropriate to an eraof mental darkness; for 
this is an age of light and reason. Yet even 
now the religious privileges of dissenters are 
not only disputed, but their civil rights deliber- 
erately called in question. And this impudent 
prerogrtive is thundered from the pulpit, and 
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complacently echoed from the bench. It is 
thus renewing @ connexion which patriotism, 
decency, and religion had long since shown to 
be perncious and detestable ; and the dignity 
of the ermine is degraded by a servile submis- 
sion to the crozier and band. 

Nor is this unnatural coalescence of lightand 
darkness—this renovated union of religious in- 
tolerance with civil power, attempted by 
those who, in any other situation, would con- 
descend to the humiliation of approbating their 
own measures. No; they would spurn the ef- 
fort, as the illegitimate production of a little 
“ brief authority,” as unworthy of an enlighten- 
ed individual as it is incompatible with the in- 
stitutions of a free people; and they would 
glory in a manly opposition to a measure whol- 
ly subversive of the rights of conscience, and 
destructive of the dearest interests of mankind. 

These remarks have been suggested by the 
late decision of the District Court for the City 
and County of Philadelphia; by which an in- 
dividual, professing Christianity, was declared 
ineligible as a witness, merely because his faith 
did not comprise a particular item of the popu- 
lar creed. It is not from any peculiarity of 
opinion, that we remonstrate against that deécis- 
jon—it is the principle on which it is founded, 
and the consequences which it is calculated to 
produce, to which we object. And we would 
as cheerfully assert the rights of the retiring 
and unofiending Quaker, as expose the judicial 
presumption of any member of that or any oth- 
er society. 

What has the declaration of faith, quoted at 


the head of this article, to do with the specula- | 


tions concerning rewards and punishments ina 
future state? Surely nothing ; except to show 


their absurdity when made the criterion of faith | 


or the rule of judicial proceedings! Let Chris- 
tians, of every sect and name, return to first 
principles ; and universal charity, and individ- 
ual right, and rational civil liberty, would bless 
the world!—Ed. Universalist. 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
LETTER, itt. 
TO “ THE REV. DR.” MILNOR, OF N. Y. 

Sir :—I now proceed, as mentioned in my 
last, to the examination of the tale related by 
you at Boston, and published in the “ Christian 
Almanac” for 1826. 

In the onset of your tale, you state two cir- 
cumstances, which are not susceptable of be- 
lief, upon mere assertion, You say your hero 
threw a “ tract” into a garden, near Philadel- 
phia, which was found by a female, who could 
not conceive how a “ religious book”* should 
come there. On reading the title she super- 
stitiously supposed that it must have been sent 
there “ miraculously” to convict the family of 


sabbath breaking. ‘These are the two positions | 


assumed ; and they are both worthy of some 
notice, ‘They are both rejected by reason, as 
false. So numerous have been the agents em- 


ployed to throw “ Tracte” iato gardens, high- 


ways, from stages, and to scatter them in door- 
yards, &c. that we are bound to believe, until 
the contrary is shown, that no woman living 
near Philadelphia has not seen such operations 
often. Lucky, indeed, must that yvoman be, 
who has escaped the arts of a designing priest- 
hood, so far as not to know this ‘Tract throw- 
ing trait in their character. As evidence must 
govern belief, the conclusion of arational mind 
must be that the woman, (supposing the case to 
have happened, which I deny,) was well ac- 
| quainted with this practice of “ the clergy,” as 
| you call yourselves, and that, therefore, she 
| could not be at a loss to know how a “ religious 
| book” came in the garden. Again; suppose 
her, (to give you every possible chance of es- 
cape,) entirely ignorant of all the devices of 
men of your profession and belief, she still had 
no evidence that the book was put there by 
God, at the expense of some one of the laws 
ofnature! The ideais too blasphemous to 
harbor, for a moment ; and were I so far to for- 
get myself as to publish a statement that God 
had been, in the opinion of one person, em- 
ployed in distributing those little nuisances 
called “ Tracts,” I should expect to loose al! 
the confidence of my friends by the supposi- 
tion, on their part, that I had been instrument- 
al in giving root to such an abominable super- 
stition, 
This brings us back to my former position, 
viz. that the woman did know the practices of 


such men as yourself. If she did not, how came 
she to suppose there had been any “ miracle” 





in the case. Did not the book bearan imprint. 
showing that it was. made by man, ‘and upon 
| earth ? How should this woman become pos- 
| sessed of the idea, that the God of the Universe 
had been to Andover to bring that pamphlet to 
| her garden, unless she had been subject to the 
lecturing of some teacher of bigotry ? The 
truth of the case is; that the whole story bears 
every mark of being aforgery. It may not be 
one, nor do I say it isy but the evidence upon 
the face of it will lead every reflecting man to 
suppose it a fabrication of the kind called Po- 
pish Legends. It has the same characteristic 
evidences of truth that attach to the story of 
that impostor who is now traversing Europe, 
exhibiting what he calls a phial, filled with the 
darkness that once overspread the land of E- 
gypt. Yours, P. 


* I use the words “religious book,” because 
youdo ; but their meaning, in such connexions 
as this, must be understood thus: a book design- 
ed to perpetuate superstition and bigotry. 


ORIGINAL ANECDOTE. 

“Mr. Crawford’s Chambers.” —Our friends, 
the Calvinists, are remarkable for doing every 
thing upon a very grand scale, We were much 
| amused, the other day, at hearing one of them, 
in this village, express himself thus : “‘ There 
| is a public conference held every Saturday eve- 
ning at Mr. Crawford’s @hambers !” Now, 
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gentle reader, this Mr. Crawford is the Calvin- 
istic minister, in this village, and he domiciliates 
in a one story building, of most meagre dimon- 
sions, the same having no chamber whatever!— 
Yet, so we go; and it sounds more lofty, as 
the English sometimes say, the Law Chambers 
of Lincoln’s Inn. We expect, ere long, to 


hear the Presbyterian meeting house called 
Doctors’ Commons, for the same reason. 
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‘* THE THING As 1T 18.”—Job. 








&FOn our first pages will found the beginning of 
a series of letters addressed to the Editors of the Bos- 
ton Universalist Magazine, to which we would invite 
the attention of our readers. The letters are from 
the pen of Mr. Walter Balfour, who, as an author, is 
already favorably known to many in this section of 
éountry. The acknowledged ability of the writer, 
and the importance of the subject discussed, will 
doubtless secure them an attentive perusal. 


GOOD NEWS FROM THE WEST. 

By letters from gentlemen residing im the state of 
Ohio, of the first respectability, we ate informed, that 
the truth runs and is glonfied in that section of coun- 
try, to the sufprise and astonishment of the fearful 
and unbelieveing, and much to the comfort of the lib- 
eral and intelligent part ef community. A corres- 
pondent in the town of Chardon, Geauga co. ina let- 
ter bearing date Jan. 24, 1826, says, “the Gospel 
Advocate, with various other publications, of a simi- 
lar kind, have been extensively circulated in this re- 
sion of country, which has paved the way for an ex- 
tension of patronage, and contributed to produce such 
an alarmiug state of things, that what is called ortho- 
doxry, new scarcely finds a resting place even for one 
of her feet within this county.” ‘his statement de- 
Monstrates the utility of periodical publications, and 
Calls loudly on a liberal publie for aid in their dissem- 
ination. It isto be feared, that universalists are 
sometimes inclined to view with indifference the 
work in which their brethren are engaged, and to 
consider the victory as already won; but, although 
our foes have given us the field of argument, yet it 
may be expected, that those who have already 
discarded reason, will resort to other means where- 
with to sustain themselves. .They avoid coming to 
the light lest their deeds should be reprovod, but the 
works of of darkness can be carried on with some de- 
gree of success while men sleep. We concur in the 
sentiment expressed by our correspondent, that even 
‘¢ some Editors of liberal papers and friends of civil 
and ecclesiastical freedom have latterly thought, that 
the cause is gained, and that therefore they may ease 
from their labors ; batsuch have reckoned without 
their host. Our opponents, having gathered a righ 
harvest in the fields of ignorance and credulity, and 
wishixg to elude the storm which they cannot brave, 
have apparently determined, like the bear who has 
/attened on the spoils of autumn, to liestill during the 





unfavorable season, and when the storm has subsided, 
to come out, fresh and strong, and again take the 
world by surprise. Perseverance should therefore 
be the motte!” 

Another letter, béaring date Hamden, Feb. 2, 1826 
from a young brother in the faith and ministry of re- 
conciliation, affords the pleasing intelligence, that 
rapid accessions are making to the numbers of those 
who have been made free unto salvation. ‘ When I 
contemplate” says our correspondent, * the rapid in- 
crease of the glorious gospe! of the blessed God, in this 
part of his heritage, my 1. is on fire to aid and assist 
in the cause of truth.” He farther informs us, that, 
although he is young in years, as well as in expe- 
rience, he has often been challenged by the Goliah of 
corruption, to enter the field of argnment, and:has 
lost no opportunities to defend the cause of God and 
of truth. Thus do we witness the spread of the glo- 
rious gospel of Christ. Zealous and faithful advo- 
cates are stepping forth on every hand, who, without 
the diplomas of the titled dignitaries of anti-christ, 
are enabled to put to flight the strong and the migh- 
ty. 

Sie various sources we also learn, that in the 
coun Cayuhoga, & Portage, as well as 1n many 
other of that country, the cause of truth is grin- 
ing ground with great rapidity. We shall from time 
to time, give such information to our readers as may 
come to hand in relation to its advancement in that 
region, and shall socn lay before the public some in- 
teresting communicatious aud documents now on file, 
from our brethren in Ohio. In the mean time we 
take this opportunity to tender our warmest thanks 
to all those who have favored us with their corres- 
pondence, and to solicit the aid of all who feel dispo- 
posed to contribute occasionally their thoughts for the 
columns of our paper. 


COMPARATIVE VALUE OF RELIGIONS. 
[concLUDED FROM PAGE 46.] 

According to a promise in our paper of last week, 
I shall now undertake to show, that there isa religion 
which “ promises no escape from punishment, and at 
the same time holds out an equal and certain reward 
forevery virtuous action.” Ifsuccess attend the at- 
tempt, every candid reader, who is disposed to abide 
by the dictates of reason, rather than by the ravings 
of fanaticism, will doubtless be willing to separate 
himself from those dogmas, which, if believed, must 
necessarily have a deleterious effect on the mind, and 
to adopt such system of faith as cannot fail to promote 
the cause of virtue among men, and the individual 
felicity of the sincere believer. 

Ithas been shown, in the preceding remarks on 
this subject, that all those doctrines which are knowo 
and distinguished by the the general, but appropria- 
ted title of limitarianism, maintain, as a fundamental 
principle, the dogina of imputation. This doctrine 
teaches, that by believing in Christ, mankind may 
escape the penalty of God’s law, and be saved, not 
from sin, but from the punisl:ment to which they are 
exposed both by the imputed iniquity of Adam and 
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their actual transgressions against the law of the Lord. 
In searching, therefore, for a better, or moral salutary 
system, we are led to inquire for one which does 
not maintain those absurdities. For, so long as man- 
kind retain the belief, that a way is provided by 
which they can escape from deserved punishment, 
they will continue in sin ; and it will be impossible, 
under such circumstances, either to improve, radi- 
cally, their condition, or rear, on the old foundation, 
a system of doctrine either comparativey, or intrin- 
sically pure and perfect. The axe must be laid at 
the root of the tree, and even the stump of error must 
be destroyed. 

I hold it to be a fact, that all the variety of limited 
doctrines, are founded on the notion of substitution : 
Fonithe supposition that Christ died to satisfy “+ the 
vindictive justice of God,” implies, that God had pre- 
viously become offended with those for whom the 
sacrifice was made ; and hence, the whole structure 
of limitarianism is erected on the basis of infiaite 
wrath, withvut which, it tum bles to the ground. The 
truth is, those various but similar systems maintain, 
that God the Father become incensed against man— 
that Christ suffered and died to reconcile this infinite 
dissatisfaction—and, that sinners, by means of faith 
and repentance, can secure to themsel¥és_@ hiding 
place from the storm of eternal wratb, under the im- 
puted righteousness, aud vicarious sufferings of the 
Sonof God. That a beliefin thisdogma affords an 
excuse, or plausible pretence, to the conscience of 
the sinner, and even sometimes to the righteous also, 
is a fact which will no. be doubted or denied by those 
accustomed to reflectivnson the nice connexion be- 
tween causes and effects, which is apparent both in 
the natural and moral world. And hence, the doc- 
trine which is the object of our present pursuit must 
be free from either of those ideas, and consequently 
must maintain, that God has never become vindictive 
or angry towards his offspring man. 

Such is the doctrine commonly demonstrated Uni- 
versalism ; and this ohly, among all the multivudes of 
religions that have been proposed to mankind, denies 
the do_mas above considered. It teaches us, that 
God will by no means clear the guilty. Although 
repentance and faith are considered as being all im- 
portant and pre-eminently beneficial to mankind, yet 
peither the fact that both are enjoined in the gospel, 
nor the above admission on the part of universalists, 
imply the possibility of an escape from the penalty of 
the law. For we hoidit to bean unchaogable truth, 
that the same omniscient wisdom that created the uni- 
verse and gave to man a law for the security of his 
happiness, willsurely detect and punish every offen- 
der according to his deserts, repentance and faith to 
the contrary notwithstanding. The punishment. thus 
to be administered, will be in all cases proportionate 
tothe magnitude of the offence. And hence he, who 

sins with a high-hand and a stretcied out arm against 
God, will be beaten with many stripes, while the less 
guilty sianer will be beaten with few stripes, In a 
word “every man shall be rewarded according. to 
the dois done in the body, whether they be.good or 
evil. 





The above statement is a plain representation of 
the uniform belief of universalists as far as my know!- 
edge extends. Consequently they reject those dog- 
mas which promise, on easy conditions, an escape 
from merited punishment. Althovghwe huld, tena- 
ciously, the opinion, that all mankind will ultimately 
be saved, yet the salvation for which we contend is 
@ purification from sin, and not a deliverance from 
punishment. , 

If we now compare this sentiment with the popu- 
lar doctrines of limitarians, the result will be in our 
favor. Ifthe confident expectation of a final salva- 
tion from sin is calculated to excite our gratitude to 
God, surely the doctrine professed by universalists, 
will, in this respect, havea salatary effect on the mind. 
For every hope of the true believer is predicated on 
the immutable purpose of Deity, and is far removed 
from any circumstances incident tothis mode of be- 
ing. Thecertainty of this salvation is calculated to 
exicite emotions of thankfulness, and the infinite val. 
ue of this “‘ gift of God,” if duly estimated, will draw 
forth a degree of gratitude that cannot be excited by 
any less important considerations. Hence, then, if 
gratitude, and thankfulness to God, may be reckoned 
among the christian virtues, this doctrine is, in this 
point of view, far preferable to any other. For, by 


supposing there is a possibility of failure on the part 
of the Giver, mankind are led to doubt the propriety 
of being grateful ; and the more precarious our con- 
dition is supposed to be, the greater will be the pro- 
priety of doubting, or distrusting the Deity. Conse- 


qently, if any individual is led to withdraw his confi- 
dence from God, and place his hopes on his own ex_ 
ertions, he will be apt to attribute a proportion of that 
honor and giory to himself, which belongeth to God 
aly. 

But there are other considerations of more weight, 
to be urged in favor of universalism. It being a fact 
that the fear of punishment is calculated to prevent 
overt acts of wickedness, and a position which re- 
quires no proof, that it is the certainty, and not the 
quantity of punishment, that operates most powerful- 
ly on the mind ; it follows, that the doctrine professed 
by universalists is comparatively more valuable than 
any other, inasmuch asit denies any possbility of es- 
cape fromany penalty annexed to the law of God when 
violated by man. We go to the end of this matter, 
and unhesitatingly admit, that whatever the penalty 
of the law may be, and wherever it may be inflicted, 
whether in time or eternity—here or hereafter, such 
penalty will certainly be executed on every offender. 
From the eye of omnicience there is no escape, and 
from his decision there is no appeal. We exhort, we 
#dmonish ail men, every where, to believe and res- 
pect this truth, and every real universalist verily does 
believe it. 

From this it will appear, that instead of our doc- 
trine being a licentious one, it is the reverse; and 
we challenge the world to produce a single instance, 
wherein it can be made to appear, that a belief, ‘hy 
which I mean a firm and understanding belief, of this 
doctrine, has even produced a single act of wicked- 
ness. It is the want ofan evangelical belief in this 
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soul-comforting and sin-subduing: doctrine, that causes 
sin to abound in our world; and it is the hope of es- 
cape from punishment, by means of,propiatory sacri. 
fices to maliguant and changable Gods, that leads the 
deluded children of men to continue in rebellion a- 
gainst light and knowledge. This observation may 
be applied with equal propriety to catholics and prot- 
estants, to christians and pagans ; for the Indians who 
sacrifice their dog, and the christians who sacrifice 
their Redeemer to render propitious their Deity, are 
engaged in a similar work, and labor to obtain the 
same reward. By this criterion we desire that 
the value of our religion may be determined—and by 
this rule shall we be either eventually justified or 
condemned, by a judicious and enlightened public.— 
1f, therefore, on investigation it should appear, that 
the doctrine of universal and impartial grace affords 
any unlawful hope or encouragement to the sivner, 
let the words of condemnation be uttered against it ; 
and, onthe other hand if the doctrine of endles, 
wretchedness and partial grace should be found, 
when exposed in its trne colors, to contain, under ils 
sanctified threatsthe poisonous prumise of unde- 
served justification, may the wise and prudent reject 
it, and seeks for a better religion. 
GOOD NEWS FROM THE,£AST. 

Mr. John Van Ness Yates, the man who attempt- 
cd to fill the heads and pockets of our children with 
the pestiferous tracts of calvinistic priests, by official- 
/y giving * instructions” to have them introduced into 
our common schools, is no longer Secretary of State ! ! 
Azariah C. Flagg, Esq. has been elected to fill that 
important station by a handsome majority over Mr. 
Yates. We hope that the honoraequired by the for- 
mer, in his officious meddkng with matters of faith, 
aud by his attempts to aid the designs of a bigotted 
priesthood, will never be sought after nor attained by 
the present Secretary of state. 


LOST. 

A large Quarto Bible, belcuging to the Universal- 
ist Society of this village, was taken from the Court 
House by some person unknown, and has not been 
returned. Apy person who will return the same to 
this office, shall be liberally rewarded and receive the 
thanks ofthe owners. Or any information that shall 
lead to a discovery of it, will be thankfully received 
by the Editor of this paper. It contained no particu- 
lar mark now recollected, but on one ofits pages wili 
be found the important words ‘+ thou shalt not steal.” 


{(>“ Orthos” will appear in our next. 





I WILL SING PRAISE. 


A DISSIPATED YOUTH RECLAIMED. 
BY SELLECK OSBORNE 
I met, as near the forest skirts I stray’d, 
A remnant of a man ; wooing the gloom 
Of twilight shade, congenial to his soul, 
He threw askance a Jook of wild reproach 
That seem’d to say, “ avaunt unkind intruder, 











Then turning, sought the bosom of the wood ; 
I follow’d him, aloof; and oft observ’d 
His comely, though emaciated form, 
Alternate, gliding ‘neath the hemlock boughs, 
Or slowly climbing o’er the craggy steep, 
At length beneath a huge and shelving rock 
He sat him down; its high projecting brow 
A hemlock met, whose thick entangled limbs 
Flung o’er the gronnd beneath a sombrans shade ; 
And near the root in subterraneous course, 
A grumbling streamlet flow’d whose hollow sonnd 
Rose through the crannies of the broken earth. 
“Fit temple of despair !” be said, and then 
With eyes that gleam’d a sullen satisfation, 
He view'd the gloomy scene. * Here haggard fiend 
Thou sit’st enthron’d in ghastly majesty— 
Here will I raise an altar, and thereon 
Lay these weak limbs, a wretched sacrifice !%% 
Then from his bosvm he a phial drew, 
And view'd it with a grim hysteric smile— 
*O precious draught !” he said—* thou art to me 
Like a cool fountain to a thirsty pilgrim— 
Thy cordial pow’r shell lull the rankling pain 
That wrings my tortur’d heart!” Then to ‘his lips 
He rais’d with eager hand, the deadly potion. 
“ Hold wretched man !” I cried—and rushing forth 
Seiz’d his rash hand—while with a ghastly stare 
He ey’d me, as an evil genius, sent 
To wthe fondest purpose of his soul. 
His Shee were lean and haggard, and he scem’d 
A wreck of man, a monument of woe! 
ea him once in happier days, when joy 

eam’d in each feature, and the admiring world 
Deni'd him not the early wreath of fame— 
But, in a sanguine moment of his youth, 
Fell Dissipation led his steps astray— 
Then did no friend with mild solicitude 
Reach out a gentle hand to stay his course, 
Or to restore him to the path of virtue— 
Then ‘lorn and destitute he keenly felt 
The scorn of an uncharitable world— 
Whose cool reproach, and frown contemptuous 

weigh’d 

His spirits down, and drove him to despair!) 
I press’d his hand, and with a tender smile 
Proffer’d my services—and while yet I spake, 
I saw a tear roll down his faded cheek, 
Which wasa stranger there—for scorching grief 
Had dried, long since, the moisture of his eyes, 
And then methoughi I saw a gleam of hope, 
Borne in a languid smile, illuminate his face— 
A gradual increasing smile, which seem’d 
Like the returning of the vernal sun, 
Which comes to chase the wintry cloud away, 
And bid reviving nature bloom again. 


* * * * c * 


And now, with health and happiness elate, 
He lives to virtue and to friendship true— 
Oft with the grateful music of his thanks 

He serenades my ear—and blesses oft 

The guardian pow’r that led my curious steps 
To the intended scene of self-destruction. 


Now do I feel more pride, in having thus 
Restor’d a youth from misery and vice 
To virtue’s path—his sorrows sooth’d and pour’d 
The balm of friendship on his wounded heart— 
Pluck’ from his breast the canker of despair, 
And planted hope’s delightful promise there— 
Than ! should feel to rule the state aione, 
Or wade, through bleeding millions, to a throne. 





